North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
9th September 2026 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Lisa Edwards (Vice Chairman), Richard Farrar and Garry Elliott. Also present Cllr Andy Paraskos (NYC), Mike Richards (Clerk) and 2 residents. 
1. Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Tim Bennett and John Ellacott. 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Paraskos, who has taken over from Cllr. Hull, to the meeting.
2.  Public participation - an opportunity for residents to comment on any items on the agenda or to raise any questions or concerns. One resident advised that he wished to raise an issue with regard to the Village Garden. The Chairman suggested that as this was the first item on the agenda, it would be appropriate for discussion then. This was agreed. The other resident had wished to offer his observations on Rigton Crossing but when reminded of the Public Meeting on 16th September decided to leave this meeting and attend on the 16th.
3. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the Meeting held on 1st July 2026.
Confirmed that the Public Meeting to discuss “Rigton Crossing” would be held on 16th September, commencing at 7.00pm, at St John’s Church. Representatives from NYC Highways and NY Police will be in attendance but the officer from Network Rail declined to attend. 
There were no other matters arising and the minutes of the meeting were then agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr Farrar, seconded by Cllr Elliott.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      4.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      5.     Administration
              a) Village Garden. The Chairman invited the resident to speak and he declared he was 
              concerned about the legal status of the Village Garden. He produced a copy of the original 
              conveyance document which transferred ownership of the land from Harewood Estate to the 
              village through the establishment of a Trust. The Chairman explained that the Parish Council 
              had been obliged to take over the management and ongoing maintenance of the Garden and 
              was now attempting to regularise the position with the appointment of two new trustees who 
              would, along with the existing trustee, in due course, formally manage the Garden, in 
              conjunction with the Parish Council.  Cllr Hull had been attempting to formalise the Trust and 
              the appointment of the two new trustees but, in his continuing absence, Cllr Elliott, as a 
              qualified solicitor, had agreed to take on the responsibility for progressing this important 
              issue. He had been hampered by the lack of key documentation but as the resident agreed a 
              copy of his document could be made, further progress should now be easier.
              Cllr Paraskos added that attempts were being made internally at NYC to press for recovery 
              of the missing papers held by Cllr Hull.
              b) NYC Democratic Services – County Councillor involvement. The continuing absence of 
              Cllr Hull meant that County Council liaison and involvement was severely limited and, despite 
              the efforts of Democratic Services, it seems renewed involvement will not be possible. The 
              Parish Council is grateful therefore, for input from Cllr Paraskos.
              c) Elections May 2027. The Chairman reminded councillors that elections at County and 
              Parish levels will be held in May 2027.
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 6.     Finance. 
              a) Approval of expenditure.

     
 
       Councillors reviewed and approved the above 10 amounts for payment.

        b) The clerk confirmed the Council’s budget is on track and, with the second half of the   
 precept due to be received on 30th September, the Council’s finances are in a healthy state. 
7.   Planning
 a) Applications
 i) 26/03157/FUL - Replacement Agricultural Building - Bracken Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane.
ii) 26/02903/FUL - Proposed demolition of existing agricultural shed and erection of ancillary building. Bracken Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane.
The clerk advised that amended applications to both the above had just been received. Councillors agreed to consider the amended applications and inform the clerk of their comments for considered responses to be submitted. Submissions to be ratified at the next meeting.
b) Decisions - None notified.
The clerk reminded councillors that NYC had recently discontinued the practice of routinely advising Parish Councils of decisions on planning applications. With councillors’ agreement, he will set up a “Decisions Log” to show all decisions made since the start of the financial year. Councillors agreed.
c) Other
i) Illegal developments



The Chairman expressed her concern at the apparent lack of action over issues previously reported to Enforcement, eg the residential caravans off Beeston’s Lane and at Spring House Farm and unauthorised development off Briscoe Ridge Lane. Cllr Paraskos undertook to speak with the Enforcement Officer to get an update.
      8.   Governance
            a) The clerk noted that he had not arranged for Cllrs Farrar and Elliott to complete 
            Declarations of Interest. He will forward the forms in due course.
            b) Formal arrangements for publicising councillors’ contact details had now changed and 
            unless notified to the contrary, councillors usual residential address will be excluded from 
            the public Register of Members’ Interests unless the councillor explicitly requests publication 
            (‘opting in’) All councillors confirmed they were content with this requirement.

      9.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) High Moor Road – as reported elsewhere, the complete full road-width resurfacing. from 
             the top of Rigton Hill, all the way down to the Nor Beck bridge, has been delayed due to 
             essential work required on drainage on this road. This work has partially been completed but 
             further work is still required. It is hoped the resurfacing work will be undertaken at the end of 
             September/beginning of October.
             b) Overweight lorries. There have been numerous recent incidents of overweight lorries 
             passing through the village. These have been reported to NYC Highways and Trading 
             Standards and all residents are encouraged to report further such incidents, noting vehicle 
             registration details and the company name (where possible)
             c) Verge maintenance. It would be much appreciated if homeowners could maintain the 
             hedges and verges around their properties especially if they’re overlapping the pavement.
             This benefits both pedestrians and the overall appearance of the village. Noted that the verge 
             adjacent to the Square and Compass is somewhat overgrown. The clerk will contact the 
             landowner to request the area be cut and tidied. Also the verge opposite the Church needs 
             attention and NYC will be notified.
             d)  Pot holes – Rigton Hill. These will be addressed when the resurfacing work on High Moor 
             Road is undertaken.  
  10.     Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
            a) The reconstructed bench – originally it had been thought that the bench could be re-located 
            in the Village Garden but, on reflection, the Chairman considered it would be out of place and 
            would not match the other benches. In addition, as Doris Telford’s family wanted to donate a 
            memorial bench it was considered this would be more fitting. Councillors agreed and a more 
            suitable location for the reconstructed bench will be considered.
            b) Bus shelter. The clerk has now received a communication from Openreach, informing that 
            the “essential” work required for access to cabling situated under the shelter was no longer 
            needed. NYC had offered to supply a two-bay cantilever type shelter if the original wooden 
            shelter was demolished. The clerk will enquire whether this offer is still available, given the 
            changed circumstances. 
            c) Bus route through village –the clerk has now contacted Connexions bus company to 
            enquire whether re-routing is possible but unfortunately (according to the company) this is not 
            currently realistic due to scheduling and the need to adhere to strict timetabling requirements.  
            The possibility will however be retained for consideration should circumstances change. The 
            clerk will also raise the possibility with the Harrogate Bus Company, which operates the 
            “Airport Flyer” service.
            d) Litter picking hoops. The Chairman had requested that these be purchased for Parish 
            Council use as they made the actual litter picking process much easier. The clerk responded 
            that such a purchase was not necessary as NYC now routinely supply these hoops as part of 
            the equipment loan arrangement.
            e) Remembrance Day wreaths. Cllr Edwards agreed to arrange supply with Royal British 
            Legion, one each for the School, Parish Council and Church.
  11.     Other matters – The resident had previously raised the topic of establishing allotments in the 
            Parish (which it is accepted that the Council has a legal obligation to supply) Unfortunately 
            there are virtually insurmountable practical problems, such as the availability of suitable land 
            and finance. The Chairman asked the resident to come back to the Council with detailed 
            proposals and, if feasible and affordable, a financial contribution for the purchase of land could 
            be considered. 
                 
  12.  Dates of next meeting:
                        
                        4 November at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.10
Signed







Chairman

